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Bench Rent Maths Quiz! 

!
It was common practice for many churches to charge ‘bench rent’, which would reserve a 
pew or seat in the church. This was especially important during busy periods such as 
Easter and Christmas. At the Richard Burton Archives records exist for bench rent in old 
time money. Old time money was introduced after the Norman Conquest of 1066 and 
remained in use until the early nineteen seventies. It was divided into pounds, shillings and 
pence. There were also nicknames given for certain amounts of money. !
Pounds were written using the standard pound sign (£), Shillings are ‘s’ and pence are ‘d’. 
For example, to write one pound five shillings and twelve pence it would look like this: £1- 
5s - 12d. For five shillings and twelve pence it would be written as: 5/12. Five shillings 
alone would be written as: 5s or 5/- and twelve pence would be written as 12d. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Using the table of nicknames, can you help Father Kavanagh work out how much he is 
paid in old time money? Your answers can be given in pounds shillings or pence, no 
nicknames! !

!!
1. Mr and Mrs Davies paid three bob one florin for their rent. How much did they pay in 
total? !!!
2. Mr & Mrs Hughes paid a half crown and half groat for their seats. How much did they 
pay total? !!!
3. Mrs Jones paid a half guinea to reserve a pew for her family. How much did she pay? !!!
4. Mr Adams paid one florin and one crown. How much did he pay in total? !!!!

2 FARTHINGS 1 HALF PENNY

2 HALF PENCE 1 PENNY (1d)

HALF GROAT 2 PENCE (2d)

3 PENNIES THRUPPENCE (3d)

GROAT 4 PENCE (4d)

6 PENNIES SIXPENCE or ‘TANNER’ (6d)

12 PENNIES 1 SHILLING or a ‘BOB’ (1s or 1/-)

HALF SOVEREIGN 10 SHILLINGS or TEN BOB

2 SHILLINGS 1 FLORIN or ‘TWO BOB BIT’

1 FLORIN 24 PENNIES

HALF CROWN 2 SHILLINGS 6 PENNIES (2s 6d or 2/6)

CROWN 5 SHILLINGS 

HALF-GUINEA 10 SHILLINGS 6 PENNIES 

240 PENNIES ONE POUND

20 SHILLINGS ONE POUND

10 FLORINS ONE POUND
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5. Mrs Smith paid a half sovereign and thruppence. How much did she pay in total? !!!
6. Mr Thomas paid 4 groats and a tanner. How much did he pay in total? !!!
7. Mr & Mrs Evans paid 2 crowns and a thruppence for their seats. How much did they pay 
total? !!!
8. Mr & Mrs Roberts paid two bob bit and four farthings, how much did they pay total?  !!!
9. Mr Griffiths paid a tanner and a bob for his seat. How much did he pay total? !!!
10. Mr Lewis paid one thruppence, a tanner and a bob for his seat. How much did he pay 
total? !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Bench Rent Maths Quiz Answers 

!
1. Mr and Mrs Davies paid three bob one florin for their rent. How much did they pay in 
total? 
5/- !
2. Mr & Mrs Hughes paid a half crown and half groat for their seats. How much did they 
pay total? 
2/8 !
3. Mrs Jones paid a half guinea to reserve a pew for her family. How much did she pay? 
10/6 !
4. Mr Adams paid one florin and one crown. How much did he pay in total? 
7/- !
5. Mrs Smith paid a half sovereign and thruppence. How much did she pay in total? 
10/3 !
6. Mr Thomas paid 4 groats and a tanner. How much did he pay in total? 
22d or 1/10 !
7. Mr & Mrs Evans paid 2 crowns and a thruppence for their seats. How much did they pay 
total? 
10/3 !
8. Mr & Mrs Roberts paid two bob bit and four farthings, how much did they pay total?  
2/1 !
9. Mr Griffiths paid a tanner and a bob for his seat. How much did he pay total? 
1/6 !
10. Mr Lewis paid one thruppence, a tanner and a bob for his seat. How much did he pay 
total? 
1/9 !
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